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Brooklyn Bar Association Volunteer Lawyers Project To
Honor Chief Judge Judith S. Kaye (Ret.) At 20th Anniversary Event June 15
BROOKLYN, NY—April 26, 2010— On June 15, 2010, the Brooklyn Bar Association Volunteer Lawyers Project will celebrate 20 years of pro bono services by presenting the 2010 Building Bridges Leadership Award to Chief Judge Judith S. Kaye (Ret.) for “exceptional commitment to the public good and justice for all.”

The 20th Anniversary Gala Reception will be held at The Palm House in the Brooklyn Botanic Garden. Tickets and sponsorship opportunities are available from Empire Events Group at 212-625-1025, or vlpevent@empireeventsgroup.com
“The Volunteer Lawyers Project is deeply honored to be presenting our highest award to Judge Kaye,” said Jeannie Costello, executive director.  “Access to justice and building bridges to the community – the ongoing mission of the Volunteer Lawyers Project – is the defining legacy of Judge Kaye’s distinguished history of 25 years of service on our state’s highest court.  Judge Kaye’s commitment to improving our legal system for the benefit of all New Yorkers embodies the goal and purpose of the Volunteer Lawyers Project.”  
Judge Kaye was appointed to the high court of the State of New York, the Court of Appeals, by Governor Mario M. Cuomo in 1983, becoming the first women to occupy that post. In 1993, Governor Cuomo appointed her Chief Judge of the State of New York, the first woman to occupy that post, which added administrative/executive responsibility for the state courts to her judicial role.  The only New York Chief Judge ever to complete a full 14-year term, Judge Kaye was re-appointed by Governor Elliot Spitzer in 2007, to a term that ended December 31, 2008, because of the state's mandatory retirement provisions.  Today, Judge Kaye is Of Counsel to the firm of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP in New York City. 
As Chief Judge, Judge Kaye led countless projects to make the New York court system more efficient and responsive to the needs of all residents.  Noteworthy initiatives include reform of the jury system; creating problem-solving courts (such as drug and family treatment courts, domestic violence courts, mental health courts, and community courts); implementing a Commercial Division of specialized commercial courts for cost-effective resolution of business disputes; establishing a statewide network of child-care centers for litigants in courthouses; and streamlining procedures for children in foster care and their families.
Judge Kaye chairs the Permanent Judicial Commission on Justice for Children.  She is a Board Member of Lincoln Center, the American Arbitration Association, the Dwight D. Opperman Institute of Judicial Administration at New York University Law School, the William Nelson Cromwell Foundation, the Museum of Jewish Heritage, and Volunteers of Legal Services.  
Judge Kaye was born and raised in Monticello, New York.  She received her B.A. from Barnard College in 1958 and her LL.B. degree from New York University School of Law in 1962, graduating cum laude.
Immediately following law school, she entered private commercial practice at Sullivan & Cromwell in New York City (1962 – 1964).  From 1965 to 1969, she was part-time assistant to Dean Russell Niles of New York University School of Law. In 1969, she joined Olwine, Connelly, Chase, O'Donnell & Weyher as a Litigation Associate (beginning on a part-time basis, with three young children), and was later named a Partner, in this mid-size New York City commercial law firm, where she remained until 1983. 

About the Volunteer Lawyers Project

In 2009, the Volunteer Lawyers Project made a significant and measurable difference in the lives of close to 3,000 impoverished and underserved residents of our community – individuals and families struggling to maintain stability on incomes that are shockingly low.  Most recently, in an immediate and critical pro bono response to the devastating earthquake in Haiti, the Volunteer Lawyers Project is co-sponsoring HILAP (Haitian Immigration Legal Assistance Program), a series of ongoing clinics staffed by volunteer lawyers throughout Brooklyn.  To learn more about the Volunteer Lawyers Project, please see www.brooklynvlp.org.
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