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J U D G E R O B E RT J. W I L K I N A WA R D P R E S E N T E D
AGENCY AT A GLANCE

encing more cuts in government
funding, making the contributions
we receive from our supporters
through fundraising events like our
gala evening even more critical to
the continued operation of our
agency.”

Conducts more than
60,000 visits annually.
Staff consists of more than
100 highly credentialed,
culturally and ethnically
diverse professionals.
Serves a diverse population—48% African-American
or Caribbean; 40% Latino;
10% Caucasian.
Public funding/government
contracts comprise 90
percent of annual income.
The remainder must be
raised from the community.
84 cents of every dollar
used to support programs.

Honoree Bernell Grier, center, holding the Judge Robert J. Wilkin Award,
pictured here with the members of the Brooklyn Psychiatric Centers Board of
Trustees. Back row, left to right: Eddie Lightsey, Anne Maltz, Denise Arbesu,
Farley Nachemin, and Joan Bartolomeo, chair. Second row, left to right: Dr.
Pamela Straker, president and CEO; Dawn Bennett, Jacqueline McMickens,
and Ellen McCatty. Photo by Greg Mango.

Brooklyn Psychiatric Centers, Inc.
honored Bernell K. Grier, chief
operating officer of Neighborhood
Housing Services of New York
City, with its Judge Robert J. Wilkin Award for Commitment to
Community at a gala evening on
October 20 aboard a World Yacht
cruise around Manhattan.

a judge for that court the same
year. Judge Wilkin remained on
the bench of the Brooklyn Children’s Court for 25 years and was
the presiding judge when he died
in 1927 at the age of 67.

Upon accepting her award, Ms.
Grier praised the work of Brooklyn Psychiatric Centers and highlighted the need to provide mental
health services to people living in
the communities in which she’s
worked for 30 years so that they
can succeed in our society. “It’s
important to understand the significance of the work of Brooklyn
Psychiatric Centers,” she said.
“And, I ask that you to continue
to give it support.”

In August 2004, Ms. Grier joined
Neighborhood Housing Services
of New York City, a nonprofit
citywide organization working to
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OUTSTANDING GRADUATES OF S.T.A.R PROGRAM RECOGNIZED
Two outstanding graduates of
Brooklyn Psychiatric Centers’
Rose Gelormino S.T.A.R. Program were honored with Future Star Awards, and Brooklyn
Borough President Marty
Markowitz was presented with
an Honorary Star at a reception
hosted by the family of Rose
Gelormino last spring at Brooklyn Borough Hall.

“It’s gratifying to see
our work validated
when children go on
to do wonderful
things like these two
students are doing.”

Howard Gordon, a Certified
Social Worker who is a primary
therapist for the Rose
Gelormino S.T.A.R. Program,
an on-site mental health program based in several District
15 elementary and middle
schools, presented Future Star
Awards to two of his former
clients. The honorees, Chazvito
Candio, 19, and Modesty
Velez, 21, received counseling
through the program in elementary and middle school.
“It’s gratifying to see our work
validated when children go on
to do wonderful things like
these two students are doing,”
Mr. Gordon said.
Mr. Candio recalled that his
participation in the S.T.A.R.
Program helped him improve
his school work. “I was a kid
with a temper and they helped
me realize I didn’t have to be
angry,” Mr. Candio said.
“They gave me something to
do so I could control it.”
Mr. Candio graduated from
high school at Brooklyn Com-

Chazvito Candio, left, and Modesty Velez, right, with Howard
Gordon.

L to R: Howard Gordon, Josee Groleau, Modesty Velez, Chazvito Candio, Dr. Pamela Straker, Brooklyn Borough President Marty Markowitz,
Louis Gelormino, Mary Gelormino, Generoso Gelormino, and Elaine
Gelormino

prehensive Night School in June,
and plans to attend a trade
school for training in Heating,
Ventilation, and Air Conditioning (HVAC). He also plays the
clarinet and trumpet with a band
that performs in different venues
in Brooklyn, and once a week he
volunteers with students who are
in the MS 496 band.
“The whole program itself is a
great opportunity for kids to express themselves without being
judged,” said Ms. Velez, a high
school graduate who is currently
studying at the New York Institute of Culinary Arts. “They got
me over the whole anti-social
thing. Mr. Gordon would try to
find ways to relate to us. He was
a very helpful person.”
Borough President Markowitz
received the first Honorary Star
Award from the Gelormino family for his relentless passion and
for the support he gives to so
many individuals in every
neighborhood in Brooklyn, said
Mary Gelormino, Rose
Gelormino’s daughter who is a
client manager for Bank of
America.
Dr. Pamela Straker, president
and CEO of Brooklyn Psychiat-

ric Centers, praised the generosity of the Gelormino family and
said that because of them,
young people who are part of
the S.T.A.R. Program were
able to participate in a summer
program this year. “It means
the children who would have
no activity this summer will be
able to come to our downtown
clinic and participate in activities they wouldn’t otherwise
have,” she said.
Created in 1985, the goal of the
Rose Gelormino S.T.A.R. Program is to provide counseling
services to school children experiencing emotional difficulties that are affecting their
learning abilities and/or behavior, while maintaining the children in regular educational
classes.
The staff consists of psychiatric
social workers, psychologists,
and psychiatrists who believe
that counseling services initiated promptly may prevent
future problems from becoming
more serious. These counseling
services include individual,
family, or group treatment as
well as crisis intervention.
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WILLIAMSBURG-GREENPOINT CLINIC RENAMED IN
HONOR OF THE LATE HONORABLE EDWARD S. LENTOL
New York State Assemblyman
Joseph R. Lentol and his family
participated in a ceremony last
spring to rename Brooklyn Psychiatric Centers’ WilliamsburgGreenpoint Clinic after his father, the late Honorable Edward
S. Lentol, who helped found the
clinic in 1951.
“How proud I am that you have
chosen to honor Edward S.
Lentol who I remember talking
to us—Edward, Gilbert, and
me—about the need for mental
health services,” said Assemblyman Lentol, recalling conversations he and his brothers had
with their father. “Although
others were also responsible for
establishing the clinic, my father
was relentless and pursued the
resources, raised the money,
and made sure it happened. He
was really ahead of his time for
wiping out the stigma of mental
illness so that people could get
help and function in society.”
Edward S. Lentol was trained
as a lawyer, served in the New
York State Assembly from 1948
to 1962, as a New York State
Senator from 1962 to 1972, and
as a State Supreme Court Justice from 1972 until he died in
1981 at the age of 71. After the
clinic became part of Brooklyn
Psychiatric Centers, he remained actively involved by
presiding as president of the
Board of Trustees for many
years.
Assemblyman Lentol and his
brother, Edward S. Lentol, Jr.,
recalled that the idea of establishing a community-based
mental health clinic was revolutionary in 1951 and was met
with community resistance. At
the time, the brothers said, individuals with mental health
problems were treated with
lobotomies or were put into
psychiatric hospitals and forgotten about. They credit their
father’s forward thinking about

L to R: Edward S. Lentol, Jr., Dr. Pamela Straker, and New York State
Assemblyman Joseph R. Lentol.

the need for community-based
mental health services to the
influence of his first cousin,
John Bianchi, who was then
director of mental health for
Downstate Medical Center.
Assemblyman Lentol has maintained his father’s interest in
mental health services and is a
supporter of Timothy’s Law,
which is a proposed state law
designed to guarantee affordable mental health services. He
also is a member of the Board
of Trustees of Brooklyn Psychiatric Centers.
“I have had the privilege of
working with the Lentol family
for some time and I am so
pleased that Assemblyman
Lentol is on our board,” said
Dr. Pamela Straker, president
and CEO of Brooklyn Psychiatric Centers. “It is people like
those in the Lentol family who
help organizations like ours
exist to serve those who are
vulnerable.”
Marie Kelleher, director of
Clinical Operations and COO
for Brooklyn Psychiatric Centers, began her career working
in the WilliamsburgGreenpoint Clinic and fondly
recalled Edward S. Lentol as a
pioneer because he recognized
that the community needed
mental health services, and as a
good person to work for because he was fair and supportive.

Myron Greenburg, administrator
of the Edward S. Lentol Clinic,
said his staff of 14, including 11
psychotherapists and one psychiatrist, provide 12,000 visits
each year to a diverse population
of 300 people from the community who range in age from 5 to
84, and 60 children in a schoolbased program at IS 49. Mr.
Greenburg said he is observing
that children, younger and
younger, are more troubled today and need more help. Yet at
the same time that these pathologies are increasing, financial
support for mental health programs is decreasing because of
managed care.
In addition to the Lentol family,
Assemblyman Lentol’s staff, and
the clinic staff, others attending
the celebration included New
York State Assemblyman Steven
Cymbrowitz, District Leader
Steven Cohn, and Vincent
Abate, chairman of Community
Board 1, who presented Assemblyman Lentol with a plaque
recognizing his father.

L to R: Myron Greenberg, Marie Kelleher, and Assemblyman Joseph R. Lentol.

“It

is people like
those in the
Lentol family
who help
organizations
like ours exist to
serve those who
are vulnerable.”
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Psy chiatri c
Centers, Inc.

Executive Offices
189 Montague Street, 418
Brooklyn, NY 11201
Phone: 718-875-5625
Fax:718-875-5672
Web site: www.bpcinc.org

Program Locations
Bushwick Mental Health Center
1420 Bushwick Avenue
Canarsie Mental Health Clinic
1310 Rockaway Parkway
Central Brooklyn Initiative Program, The
Children’s Assertive Community Treatment
Team (ACT)
2150 Beverley Road
Clearway
44 Court Street
Flatbush-Sheepshead Mental Health Clinic
3043 Avenue W
Louis E. Reinhold Downtown Mental Health
Center, Rose Gelormino STAR School Program, ACCESS-AOT
189 Montague Street, Suite 436
Michael Spiegelman V.I.P.- C.S.S. Day Program, V.I.P. Mobile Geriatric Treatment
Team
1310 Rockaway Parkway
Edward S. Lentol Williamsburg-Greenpoint
Mental Health Clinic, WIN School Program
819 Grand Street

“The two people we are
honoring...have played
and continue to play
roles in making certain
that our citizens receive
the health care they
need, and in
guaranteeing that the
positive work of
nonprofits like ours is
highlighted.”

DOMINIC R. MASCARA AND DR. SADDIE FEDDOES HONORED
Brooklyn Psychiatric Centers
presented its Imagine Award to
two community leaders at its
annual “Friendraiser” at the
Brooklyn Botanic Garden last
spring.
“The two people we are honoring tonight—Dominic R. Mascara and Dr. Sadie Feddoes—
have played and continue to
play roles in making certain
that our citizens receive the
health care they need, and in
guaranteeing that the positive
work of nonprofits like ours is
highlighted,” said Dr. Pamela
Straker, president and CEO of
Brooklyn Psychiatric Centers.
“They truly dare to Imagine a
better world.”
Mr. Mascara, who has more
than 28 years of marketing and
management experience in the
healthcare, hospitality, and
insurance industries, is president of Mascara Marketing &
Management Consulting. Prior
to founding his firm, he served
as chief marketing officer of
HEALTH PLUS for eight years
where he helped build the organization from a small managed care plan with 13,000
members, to an organization
that enabled more than 200,000
adults and children to receive
health insurance and quality
medical care. Mr. Mascara’s
professional background also
includes executive marketing
positions with Executive
Health Group, Health Insurance Plan of Greater New York
(HIP), Hyatt Hotels International, Holiday Inn National
Sales, and Trusthouse Forte
Hotels. He serves on the board
of the Brooklyn Chamber of
Commerce, Harlem YMCA,
Brooklyn Borough President’s
Health Care Advisory Committee, Joey DiPaolo AIDS Foundation, and Staten Island
Chamber of Commerce.

Left to right: Former Brooklyn Borough President Howard Golden, with
Imagine honorees Dominic R. Mascara and Dr. Sadie Feddoes, Dr. Pamela Straker, president and CEO of Brooklyn Psychiatric Centers, and New
York State Assemblyman Nick Perry. Photo by Greg Mango.

Mr. Mascara told the crowd
that he came from very simple
beginnings. “I’ve always related
to the underdog,” he said.
“What I’ve learned in the last
10 years is the power of giving...give, give, give, and it will
come back to you. You don’t
plan it, it just happens that
way.”
Dr. Sadie Feddoes has been a
weekly columnist for the New
York Amsterdam News since
1972, and was employed by
Citibank for over 40 years before retiring as a vice president
and community and government relations officer. In 1999,
Dr. Feddoes received an honorary degree, Doctor of Humane
Letters, from Medgar Evers
College/CUNY, and in July of
the same year, she was appointed by Gov. George Pataki
as a member of the council for
the SUNY Health Science Center, Brooklyn. She served as
past chairperson of the board of
directors for the Bedford Stuyvesant Restoration Corporation
and the Billy Holiday Theatre,
was a member of the board of
Brooklyn Economic Development Corporation (BEDC), and
served on the 1984-85 regional
panel of President Ronald
Reagan’s commission on White
House Fellowships. She also

has received many awards from
community groups. Dr. Feddoes was born in St. Vincent,
West Indies, and holds a
Bachelor’s Degree in business
from Pace University.
“Over the years, there have
been many people who have
helped me in one way or another and I realize how much I
have gained from them, so I’m
trying to do my thing by helping people, whether it’s by giving exposure to a nonprofit or a
scholarship to a student,” Dr.
Feddoes said.
Dr. Straker told the guests that
the last year has been the
agency’s most challenging year
from a financial perspective
and also from the perspective of
its clients, with some feeling a
pervasive lack of hope brought
on by a bad economy, a war,
and terrorism fears.
“For these reasons, we sincerely appreciate your support
of the event tonight,” Dr.
Straker said. “Those of you
who are here are ensuring the
future of our organization, and
also ensuring that the safety
net, and the role Brooklyn Psychiatric Centers plays in securing the safety net for vulnerable
people in Brooklyn, doesn’t
disappear.”

